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&4inutes of the Scheduled Meeting of the Riverside Township Board of Trusiees. heid on

Tuesday, September 1A,2024, at the Riverside Township FXaltr located at27 Riverside Road;

Riverside, lttinois. The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Witt ai 7:00 p^m.

FlEse= cr Atteeraxce

Rotl C*ur-

FjReseirr: Superuisoi-Vera Wilt, Clerk Jay Reyes, Trustee John Carrofl, -i'ru:stee Mary Rob

Clarke, Trristee B#att Deccsola, Trustee TIm Heiienbach-

FiESENT:

F\LSo PRr*rruI:

Bfionika Milewski of SeNden Fcx, C'ne Parkview Plaza, Suite 710

Cakbrook Teri"ace. tL

Therefore, Supervisor Wlt declared a quorurn and opened the Scheduted lt{eeting fbr the

transactieir of busiiress.
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Appnovluor lltrrxures

A Motion was made by Trustee Decosola to approve the August 13,2024, Board Meeting
Minutes.

Trustee Decosola

Trustes Carrcll

*arroll * Yes; Decosola * Ye$; Heilenbaclr - Ye$; $upervi*or V1filt * Ys$

t Maxor* CenRrEDYes *4 No-0 Abstention -

CoruuuNrcnnous

There were no communications.

SupEnttson's RrpoRt

Supervisor Wilt presented her report to the Board.

1) lncrease in Assistance Requests

Supervisor Wlt reported that since our last meeting she had multiple inquiries, resulting in 2
Emergenry Assistance and 3 new GeneralAssistance clients. She noted that one GA
application is cunently pending. Additionally, some packets are either out or waiting to be picked
up by candidates. She is ftnding that State and County agencies refening people to Townships
more often. $he noted she gets few calls that were refened that way and had to send them on
to the appropriate township.

2) Food Pantry

Supervisor lAlilt informed the Board that the Fod Panfi is busy as well. She ran some numkrs
becauee one of the groups which supports the Tovunship asked how many clients wE serve and
some other information about the pantry. There were 82 distinct households who have visited
our pantry at least once in 2424, and 01 of those have oome in the months offering Farmers'
Market vouchers, so sine June. Nearly half of the voucher recipients have used at least some
of the vouchers. There is roughly one more month for people to use the vouchers, so there will
likely be more usage by the end. Stocking the pantry, filling the bags, issuing vouchers, and
redeeming them and maintaining order in the pantry keep us busy.

3) Riverside Chamkr Holiday Stroll

Supervisor ll/llt reported that the Riverside Chamber has asked the Township to open the Town
Halland pay forthe magician who performs between schoolsinging programs during the
Holiday Stroll. I have encouraged them to break up the choruses into 3 groups instead of just 2,
because the auditorium becomes dangerously crorded during the school portion. The budget
allowed for the hiring of the magician, and the cost is within my spending authority, so as long
as there are no objections to that expenditure, she'll notify the Chamber of the Township's

Mcnor*:

SrcoNs:

Rct-L C*LL:

Vorcr Vorr:



participation. Superuisor Wilt noted that the new leadership at the Chamber is on top of things
for the event.

4) Township Building Repairs

$upervisor Wlt noted that she would like to get some bids to repair the plaster in the $outhern
sections of the easl wall of the Auditorium, because the diversion of a downspout has stopped
the moi$ture invasion previously exprienced. There doesn't seem to be nerr moisture. She
sought recommendations for a good plasterer/painter who would deal well with an old building.

She noted that if the Township wanted to keep renting the spaoe, the bathrooms should be the
next project.

5) Rivercide Community Caucus Access

Supervisor Wlt noted that the Rivenside Community Caucus would be meeting and would need
someone to come and open the buitding on Sunday, October 6th at 1:00 PM. She noted that
she would be out of town.

Assesson's REP0RT

Township Assessor Fran $itkiewia provided a written report to the Board.

Tnusrrr's REPoRT

Trustee Clarke reported that she attended a training session related to Caucuses. She also
attended a TOI training session in $pringfield. She infonned the Board that exercise classes
were going well.

ilexml HEALTH Bolnp's RrpoRr

Trustee Heilenbach noted that the MentalHealth Board would resume meetings the coming
Wednesday and that the Board would be seeking candidates for filling a vacancy on the Board.

NEwBusmEss

A) Annual Toumship Audit - i[onical Hileweki from $eldon Fox

Ms. Milewski presented to the Boad that she was providing a positive report, with no significant
findings. She noted that staffwas prepared and cooperative and helped complete an accurate
report.

Trustee Clarke asked if there were any areas of concem. Ms. Milewski noted that there were no
areas of concem on the financial reports.



Trustee Heilenbach noted that, being professionally in the area of financialauditing, this was
one of the best audit reports the Township had ever received.

A Motion was made by Trustee Clarka to accept the report and additional information provided.

MOT|ON: Trustee Clarke

SECOND: Trustee Heilenbach

ROLL CALL: Canoll - Yes; Clarke - Yes; Decosola * Yes; Heilenbach - Yes:
$upervisor trYifi * Yes

VOICE VCITH.Yes * 5 No-0 Abstention * 0 MOTION CARRIED

B) Elected Officials'Compeneation for NextTorm 2025-2029

Supervisor IMlt noted that the Board had time to consider the matter, with a deadline not
occuning until the November meeting.

She indicated that there was likely no need to raise Supervisor or Clerk salaries, being in range
with comparable townships in the area, such as River Forest, though they outsource some of
their services.

$upervisorlMlt also noted that increases could also be staggered ratherthan to be in effect
immediately. Finally, she noted that there is a travel stipend for the Township Supervisor and
Clerk, which has become unnecessary and should likely be transfened to the Assessor, which
travels more throughout the Township for building and parcel inspedion and related activities.

A Motion was made by Trustee Heilenbach to take this matter up at a Cornmittee of the Wrole
meeting in October.

MOTION: Trustee Heilenbach

SECOND: Trustee Canoll

ROLL CALL: Carroll * Yes; Clarke - Yes; Decosola - Yes; Heilenbach - Yes;
$upervisor Wilt * Ye$

VOISE VSTH:Yes * $ No-0 Abstention - 0 MOTION CARRIED

C) Townshlp Health lngurance Renerral

SupervisorWilt explained the content of the information provided related to costs for premiums
and policies for employees. She explained thd the options included fees that could potentially
double the deduc'tible. Trustee Heilenbach noted that keeping existing rates would only h a
small monthly increase. Trustee Canoll inquired about the defined temrs related to the
materials presented. Supervisor Wilt explained her understanding of the 'out of pockef costs.
$he noted that she anticipated an increase in preparing the budget and the matter should not be
conceming.



A Motion was made by Trustee Heilenbach to approve the renewal of the insurance policy plan
from November 1, 2024, to October 31,2425.

MOTION: Trustee Heilenbaeh

$ECOND: Trustee Clarke

ROLL CALL: Canoll - Yes; Clad<e - Yes; Decosola - Yes; Heilenbach - Yes;
$upervisor \A/ilt - Yes

VOICEVOTE:Yes-5 No-0 Abstention-0MOTIONCARRIED

D) Special Event Requests
a. Olmeted Society Annual illeaffng llll7l2025)

Supervisor Wilt explained that the application was for the Olmsted $ociety to have their
meeting, which would include alcohol. Trustees discussed the Olmsted Society's mission and
goals, which included preservation efforts in like ttvith Frederick Law Olmsted's vision for
Riverside.

A Motion was made by Trustee Decosola to approve the request.

MOTION: Trustee Decosola

$ECOND: Trustee Canoll

ROLL CALL: Caroll - Yes; Clarke - Yes; Decosola - Yes; Heilenbach - Yes;
$upervisor Wlt - Yes

VOICEVOTE:Yes-5 No-0 Abstention-0 MOTIONCARRIED

E) North Rivenride Playens - $ponsorchip Ad

$upervisor \Mlt explained that the North Riverside Players were seeking advertising'support for
their North Riverside production.

A Motion was made by Trustee Canoll to approve the request for the purchase of a haff page
advartisement at the cost of $60.00.

MOTION: Trustee Canoll

SEGOND: Trustee Clarke

ROLL CALL: Canoll - Yes; Clarke - Yes; Decosola - Yes; Heilenbach - Yes;
SupervisorWlt - Yes

VOICEVOTE:Yes-5 No-0 Abstention-0MOTIONCARRIED



F! NoRTH Rryengoe Aurumr Frsr & CHtt.I CooK-orr - Sepr. 20m

Supervisor Vllilt explained that she informed the group that the Township would participate in the
Chili Cook€ff. She noted that there was no cost for participating and Trustee Heilenbach
would be preparing the Township's batch of cfrili, which had prcviously won the cook-off on
three different occasions.

G) LnNs CuuE PeRsox oF THE Yenn DlxNen - $Epr. 25TH

$upervisor Wilt explained that Ms. Janice Foley is the Director of the Riverside Library and
would be honorcd by the Lions Club. Ehe inquircd of the Board whetherthey would be
interested in attending.

A Motion was made by Trustee Clarke to purchase tickets to attend the event.

MOTION: Trustee Clarke

$ECOND: Trustee Elecosola

ROLL CALL: Canoll- Yes; Cla*e - Yes; Decosola - Yes; Heilenbach - Yes;
$upervisor Wlt - Yes

VOTCEVOTE:Yes-5 No-0 Abstention -0 MOTION CARRIED

FYI

Al Nonrn Rvenspc iloxlncx Burrenrly Fesnvll - SEpr. 28n
Bl TOI Annual Educational Confercnce - Nov. ,l{th -'l3th

Appnoveu oF wARRANTS:

Trustee Clarke moved to authorize and ratiff payment of the bills identified on the Ganeral
Wanant for September 2024 in the amount of $16,344.19.

MOTION: Trustee Clarke

$ECOND: Trustee Decosola

ROLL CALL: Carroll - Yes; Clarke - Yes; Decosola - Yes; Heilenbach - Yes;
Supervisor lAlilt - Yes

VOICEVOTE:Yes-5 No-0 Abstention-0 MOTIONCARRIED

Trustee Clarke moved to authorize and ratily payment of the Utility Wanant in the amount of
$1,O42.87; Payroll Wanant in the amount of $20,006.59; l-lealth Wanant in the amount of
$3,168.55; Community Partnership Warant in the amount of $17,504.00; GeneralAssistance
Wanant in the amount of $13,929.91; and the Food Pantry Wanant in the amount of $1,634.76.
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MOTION: Trustee Clarke

SECOND: Trustee Heilenbach

ROLL CALL: Canoll * Yes; Clarke - Yes; Decosola - Yes; Heilenbach - Yes;
SupervisorWlt - Yes

VOTCEVOTE:Yes-5 No-0 Abstention-0MOTIONCARRIED

Puglrc Gouuexr

There was no public comment.

Ao.lounumexr

There being no further business to transact, Trustee Decosola moved to adjoum the meeting at
7:46 p.m.

MOTION: Trustee Decosola

$ECOND: Trustee Canoll

ROLL CALL: Canoll - Yes; Clarke - Yee; Decosola - Yes; Heilenbach - Yes;
Supervisor\Alilt - YeE

VOICEVOTE:Yes-5 No-0 Abstention-0MOTIONCARRIED

Vera A. Vvilt, Township Superuisor

Jay R*yes, Tsrsnship Clerk
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